Volume 23, No.4 


The Searchlight 


The Academy for Spiritual and Consciousness Studies, Inc. 


To Members of the 


December 2014 


Journalist McLuhan Takes On Internet Encyclopedia Project 


by Michael Tymn 


In his popular 2010 book, Randi’s Prize, Robert 
McLuhan, a British freelance journalist, discusses, 
as the subtitle of the book states, “what sceptics say 
about the paranormal, why they are wrong and why 
it matters.” 

McLuhan begins the book as a “skeptic,” or 
“sceptic” (we'll use the King’s English here) - an 
open-minded one — wonder- 
ing why the million-dollar 
prize offered by James “The 
Amazing” Randi, an American 
stage magician, to anyone who 
can demonstrate psychic pow- 
ers to his satisfaction has not 
yet been claimed. McLuhan 
examines some of the best 
evidence offered by psychical 
researchers and parapsycholo- 
gists favoring both psi and 
survival of the consciousness 
at death, then looks at the 
counter-arguments offered by the sceptics. He care- 
fully weighs the evidence for and against and in 
most cases concludes that the sceptics fave ignored, 
twisted, distorted, misinterpreted, misrepresented, 
disregarded, ridiculed, or otherwise dismissed the 
best evidence. 

A 1974 graduate of the University of Oxford, 
where he gained a First in English Literature, McLu- 
han has worked as foreign correspondent for The 
Guardian in Spain and Portugal, and now works as 
a writer for news and business magazines. He has 
been a member of the prestigious Society for Psychi- 
cal Research (SPR) since 1993 and recently accepted 
the position of Commissioning Editor for a projected 
Internet Encyclopedia, which will provide objective 
biographies of researchers, psychics, mediums, and 
others who have made significant contributions to 
psychical research and parapsychology. 

I recently put some questions to McLuhan by 
e-mail. 


McLuhan 


Robert, what prompted the SPR to undertake this 
project? 

“Hi Michael. I thought we needed a viable al- 
ternative to Wikipedia, where psi-related articles have 
become almost unreadable as a result of editing by 


sceptics. There’s always been sik a bit of scepti- 
cal material on Wikipedia, which is to be expected. 
But of late it seems to have got completely out of 
hand. It’s as though someone is looking over your 
shoulder while you’re reading, telling you, ‘Don’t 
believe this stuff! It’s not reliable! Pay no attention! 
Stop reading!’ 

“Typically, you get a paragraph of more or less 
objective information, the remnants of the original 
article, then an insertion tacked on telling you that 
it’s been debunked. In some articles there’s hardly 
anything left of the original. If you look at the page 
on mediumship, for instance, it’s very long — around 
ten thousand words. But only the first two thou- 
sand provide anything like objective information. 
The rest is a jumble of disbelieving fragments: ‘this 
medium was caught in fraud by so-and-so, that one 
confessed, it’s obviously nonsense’. It’s not just that 
the articles are unbalanced. In the absence of almost 
any mention of the original research — the work that 
investigators did, and their reasoning — they’ve be- 
come meaningless.” 


How has this situation arisen? What can be done 
about it? 

“About 18 months ago someone sent me a link 
to the Guerrilla Skeptics site. I hadn’t come across it 
before, and I wrote about it on my blog, Paranormalia. 
We know that ideological sceptics are very commit- 
ted to keeping science free of ‘woo’. What few of 
us grasped was how organised they are behind the 
scenes. It’s fortunate in a way that Susan Gerbic, who 
founded Guerrilla Skeptics, is keen to talk about the 
work she does to ‘improve’ Wikipedia pages on psi 
topics, training editors in how to work the system. I 
don’t think she’s the only one doing it, by any means, 
but she provides useful insights into their methods. 

“It involves being very clued up about how 
Wikipedia works, its rules and regulations. Edits are 
supposed to be preceded by discussion on the talk 
pages, and ideally it ought to be possible to come 
to a consensus. That’s clearly what Wikipedians 
believe. But it doesn’t work for controversial topics. 
Psychical research is treated as a marginal or fringe 
belief. The mere fact that mainstream science rejects 
it gives hostile editors the right to make whatever 
edits they like, and revert those they don’t, with the 
expectation of being supported by the site admin- 

See INTERVIEW page 8 
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Editorial: Evidence vs. Enlightenment 


One of the most eben things I have 
encountered in exploring the history of psychical 
research is the oft-heard comment that the so-called 
spirits have nothing to offer except for trivialities — 
like what happened to Uncle Jerry’s watch or what 
a person’s favorite cheese was when alive in the 
flesh. “Why don’t they say something meaning- 
ful?” the skeptic scoffs. Even William James, one 
of the pioneers of psychical research, questioned 
the “extreme triviality” of most of the communica- 
tion coming through Leonora Piper, the renowned 
Boston medium studied by the Society for Psychical 
Research for more than two decades. “What real 
spirit, at last able to revisit his wife on this earth, 
but would find something better to say than that she 
had changed the place of his photograph?” James 
wrote. “And yet that is the sort of remark to which 
the spirits introduced by the mysterious Phinuit are 
apt to confine themselves.” (Phinuit was the spirit 
“control” who spoke through Piper.) 

James added that Phinuit had on several occa- 
sions “started off on long lectures to us about our 
inward defects and outward shortcomings, which 
were very earnest, as well as subtile morally and 
psychologically, and impressive in a high degree.” 
Yet, he apparently did not record any of these lec- 
tures or say anything more about them. 

Nor did James even allude to the volumes of 
spirit “teachings” that were recorded and published 
by Judge John Edmonds and Dr. George Dexter in 
their 1853 book, Spiritualism, by French Educator 
Allan Kardec in his 1857 book, The Spirits’ Book, or 
by William Stainton Moses in his 1883 book, Spirit 
Teachings. Those three books provide answers for just 
about any questions a person might have relative to 
the meaning of life and the nature of the afterlife. 

Certainly, James realized that the teachings set 
forth in these books were not evidential in the same 
way that the “trivialities” coming through Mrs. 
Piper were. So, what was his problem? Is it possible 
he didn’t even know about the works of Edmonds, 
Dexter, and Kardec? He must have known about 
Moses, since Moses was one of the founders of the 
Society for Psychical Research in 1882 and probably 
inspired the establishment of the organization by his 
mediumship more than any other person. 

Similar teachings, believed to be from advanced 
spirits, have continued to come to us over the past 
century. There are too many to mention here, but 
those that immediately come to mind are the Silver 
Birch series, the 1932 book, Communication with The 
Spirit World of God, by Johannes Greber, and Dr. Mar- 
tha Barham’s 47 Billion Years of Evolution. And just 
recently I received an advance copy of Spiritual Light 
b Michael Flagg and John Finnemore (see pages 4 & 
5). While it is difficult to compare the various books, 


this most recent book has more than 600 pages and 
appears to offer even more wisdom, enlightenment, 
truth - whatever it might be called — than the others. 

Of course, there is no way to verify that it does 
represent the truth, assuming that auch a thing ex- 
ists, but to the extent that the teachings in this book 
and the other books 
mentioned are fairly 
consistent, appeal 
to reason, and can 
be reconciled with a 
just and loving Cre- 
ator they definitely 
point in the direc- 
tion of truth. “Time | 
and again Illumined 
Souls have stressed 
the importance of 
reason, one of our 
priceless posses- 
sions,” we read in 
Spiritual Light. “Time and again they have repeated 
the injunction: “Think, and accept. Think, and reject. 
Think, and suspend judgement. But think!” It goes 
on to say that “faith cannot bring reason, but reason 
can bring faith.” 

An advanced spirit further pointed out that 
reason can bring more than faith; it can bring knowl- 
edge. “And knowledge, if applied wisely, is of far 
greater importance than faith in the development of 
the individual. It is the knowledge that reason brings 
that enables one to climb to ever higher levels of 
consciousness, and to an awareness of an expanded 
and ever-expanding horizon. That is why we say: 
Reason well before accepting anything from anyone.” 

Of course, it is important to heed the advice of 
another advanced spirit: “Distortion and misinter- 
pretation are inevitable when the spoken word is 
transferred from teacher to pupil, and from language 
to language, for untold generations. The exercise of 
reason becomes more necessary than ever in such 
circumstances.” 

There is just so much to ponder on in all of these 
books, so much profoundness, so much wisdom, 
so much to help us escape from the muck and mire 
of materialism, so much to light the way and help 
us better experience and appreciate this life, that I 
scratch my head in bewilderment that so few people 
know about them or show any interest in finding out 
about them. The only answer I can come up with to 
explain this indifference is that the light emanating 
from these books is so dazzling that most people are 
blinded by it or simply not ready for it. The Harry 
Potter series seems like more than enough enlighten- 
ment for most. How sad! 


Practicing Death 


— Michael Tymn 
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President’s Message: Looking Ahead 


Iam pleased to be writing to you again as the 
year of 2014 ends. Our board member Lee Lawrence 
is busy chairing our July 11-14, 2015 conference 
in Durham/Chapel Hill, NC entitled Aspects of 
Consciousness. Two other board members, Roberta 
Grimes and Craig Hogan have all speakers chosen 
for our September 24-27, 2015 conference in Phoenix, 
AZ entitled Life in the Afterlife. This is our first year 
of holding two conferences and we’re excited to be 
planning them. 

I had the pleasure recently of receiving the 
September-October 2014, Vol. 5, Issue 5, of my life 
magazine, Arizona’s lightning 
rod for what’s going on lo- 
cally, nationally and around the 
world. Mary L. Holden, editor 
& writer, has written a wonder- 
fully descriptive article in it 
entitled, My Life, My Death — My 
Death, My Life, about our 2014, 
conference. Mary explains how 
“Grimes and Hogan” wanted to 
increase the ASCS membership 
and they did. More than 200 
people attended the conference 
and they are now members. Presently our member- 
ship is at a record high of 363. 

Mary went on to describe Gary Schwartz’s 
work with black boxes in his laboratory using a 
software program that has given proof that there is 
a spirit world, by measuring light. She listed both 
pertinent books and movies on our subject while 
also speaking of Carol Morgan, one of our speak- 
ers, whose workshop was on using a pendulum to 
communicate with her son whose body perished at 
the age of 20. 

To my delight, Mary also mentioned that thera- 
pists need to learn the differences between spiritual 
and psychotic experiences. For further information, 
please go to www.mylifemagazine.com 

Irecently experienced the death of my favorite 
aunt, who was 83 years old. Aunt Terry was the 
youngest of eight children. My mother had been the 
oldest. Last fall I had the pleasure with two other 
female cousins to help her move to a senior facilit 
by cleaning out her apartment. I have lived on bot 
coasts of the U.S. and have really never seen such 
deep closets — all packed from top to bottom with 
treasures from her life. I was in charge of albums, 
dressers, boxes and the storage room attached to 
the garage. I found photographs of all nieces and 
nephews during various stages of our lives in and 
among her belongings. 

The Seinfeld show did a skit once where the 
single people were complaining about how much 


Karen E. Herrick 


money they spent on friends and relatives kids’ gifts 
over the years when the gifts were not reciprocated 
to them because, of course, they did not have chil- 
dren. But Aunt Terry always seemed to enjoy gift 
giving. I remember her presents at birthdays and 
Christmas and how beautifully the packages were 
wrapped with lots of bows and ribbons. She did the 
same for my children. 

My two cousins who lived near her were at the 
hospital when, again, she had been taken there from 
her senior facility. Usually only one relative would 
respond to the hospital but they had been told that 
she didn’t have much time left. When she looked up 
and saw the two of them there, knowing this was 
unusual, she asked why they were there. One cousin 
said, “Well, we didn’t want you to be here alone so 
we both came to be with you.” Before this conversa- 
tion both of my cousins had heard her mumble, “I 
am ready.” She had been mumbling for months ap- 
parently speaking to the spirit world. She said that 
she was seeing shadows around her the last couple 
of months but she didn’t know who they were. She 
must have known that this was her final hospital 
visit because as she was being wheeled away from 
them she said, “You guys are terrible liars.” 

In the future, when I feel sad that she’s no lon- 
ger here on earth, I’m just going to talk to her out 
loud and hope eventually that she will visit me. I 
think of her now pain free, at around thirty-three 
years of age, looking very spiffy in her matching 
outfits visiting with all her brothers and sisters. 
And I will remember how important these childless, 
compassionate, responsible people are who support 
us and teach us the significance of family. 

I look forward to hearing from any of you who 
have had types of spiritual experiences that come 
sometimes through prayer, meditation, exercise, 
immersion in music, poetry, nature, a crises where 

ou ask for help or any other type you may have 
had. The Board and I are hoping to collect stories of 
different types from all of you and/or your friends. 
The last issue of The Searchlight featured an 
article by Tom and Lisa Butler in which they stated 
that our consciousness can influence machines. I 
would imagine that our electromagnetic imprint 
(DNA) or, more easily stated, just our energy is 
sometimes too much and the momentum we put out 
is returned, usually in my office, with the computer 
responding negatively. I recently purchased a piece 
of Labradorite, which is a protective stone that sup- 
posedly deflects unwanted energies and leakages. 
If anyone has any stories regarding Labradorite, 
please let me know. 
— Karen E. Herrick, Ph.D. 
karen@karenherrick.com 
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Rare Spirit Communication: 
A High Spiritual Adventure and Mission 


by John Finnemore, Ph.D. 


When, for a few weeks in 1956, Michael Flagg 
from California had daily sittings with top mediums 
in London, England, where he was unknown, at first 
he could not believe what his spirit visitors told him. 
They said they were visiting from the highest spirit 
realms, that he had been long committed to their 
cause, and that he had undertaken this life to serve 
as their representative on earth. Naturally he was 
very skeptical at first. 

Born in 1903, Michael was a writer-composer. 
He wrote plays, articles, and poems, and composed 
songs. Later in life he became the editor of an indus- 
trial safety magazine. Soon after he started exploring 
spiritualism, mediumship, and spiritual philosophy 
taught by spirit guides, he began to receive insistent 
messages about a special mission and to visit Eng- 
land. 

There, his spirit visitors spoke through an in- 
dependent direct-voice medium or through various 
deep trance mediums and explained their plans to 
Michael in normal discussion. To confirm their identi- 
ties, they spoke with him through various mediums 
who were unaware of his other sittings. And they 
brought with them various deceased loved ones 
and well-known figures from the past, who all told 
Michael of the importance of the work he was about 
to begin. Most of the sessions were recorded on tape 
or in longhand notes and promptly typed up. 

Michael would enter each sitting with dozens of 
questions, which the spirit visitors usually answered 
before he could ask them. They explained that their 
visiting from such high realms was extremely diffi- 
cult due to the great difference in the levels of vibra- 
tions. This has made such high-level communication 
extremely rare. But once in a long while, as in this 
case, they set up the special conditions that enable 
them to directly communicate their teachings to 
someone on earth. 

The spirit visitors told Michael their mission 
together was to promote on earth a higher conscious- 
ness, which would lead to a better way of life that 
emphasizes higher spirituality, where people live 
united in love, peace, and harmony, in universal 
spiritual brother-and-sisterhood. They were very 
concerned about present life on earth: its lagging 
spiritual development, the widespread chaos and 
suffering caused by greed and hunger for power, 
and the threats that occur from time to time to all or 
most life on earth. As one distinguished guide told 
him, “You have been chosen to help humanity out 
of this darkened state.” 

To his amazement, in time Michael discovered 


that these visitors of extraordinary spirituality and 
wisdom included many of the greatest prophets, 
enlightened beings, and spirit guides this world has 
known. We refer to them as Illumined Souls. Later 
he learned that some of them are today still revered 
by hundreds of millions of people on earth. For most 
of us, however, the best evidence for their spiritual 
stature lies in their teachings. And one of their most 
insistent and frequent teachings was to not accept 
anything unthinkingly from anyone, themselves 
included. They said, “We present things as we find 
them to be... It is our joy to share,” and they invited 
us to partake only of what seems right to us. Fur- 
thermore, what they presented is the consensus of 
their group, not the teachings 
of a single teacher; this also 
is quite rare, and is surely 
preferable. 

Those Illumined Souls 
asked Michael to not reveal 
any of their recognizable 
names. They gave a number 
of reasons for this, but the 
main reason is their desire 
for people to accept teach- 
ings that resonate well with 
them, rather than because of 
the names of the presenters. 
They stressed that what they | 
teach is more important than 
the identity of the teachers. 

After Michael returned to California, the spirit 
teachers found for him an outstandingly spiritual, 
humble, deep-trance American medium, through 
whom they continued to regularly discuss their spiri- 
tual philosophy and teachings for another 25 years. 

For their teaching purposes they asked Michael 
to establish a nonprofit organization on earth, now 
The Universal Spiritual Brother&Sisterhood (USB), 
patterned and named after its parent spirit organi- 
zation. It is an organization of spiritual truth, not a 
religion. Its principles include that all humankind 
are spiritual brothers and sisters, without exception, 
and that we are each personally responsible for all 
we say, think, and do. Its purposes include bringing 
a universal awareness of the spark of God within 
each of us, breaking down barriers between peoples 
and between individuals, replacing ignorance with 
truth, and forming one great spiritual brother-and- 
sisterhood throughout the world. Besides promoting 
universality, spirituality, and brother-and-sisterhood 
like its name implies, the USB also emphasizes spiri- 
tual truth, the use of reason, personal freedom for all, 
giving selfless service, the need to make serious effort 
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in support of our aspirations, and an absence of com- 
mercialism, soliciting, rituals, debating, and politics. 

The Illumined Souls also asked Michael to com- 
pile and publish regular newsletters containing their 
teachings; over the years he produced more than 90, 
which they always reviewed before he distributed 
them free to interested people around the world. 
And they encouraged the formation of small USB 
groups fiat meet to study or discuss their teachings, 
put them into effect, and spread them. They said 
that if, after studying and responding positively to 
most of their teachings and 

hilosophy, sufficient numbers 
thousands) of people on earth 
become committed to the same 
spiritual objectives as these Il- 
lumined Souls, then “there are 
great forces that can be brought 
into being, whereby we can, 
through the right people, when 
the time comes, demonstrate 
the power of God that flows 
through us.” Members of USB 
groups have said that partici- 
pating in those meetings has 
been among the most uplifting 
and satisfying experiences of their lives, as well as 
leading to wonderful friendships. 

I joined the USB in 1959 while living in England 
and when I later emigrated and happened to move 
to Michael’s vicinity we became friends. But I did 
not participate in Michael’s spirit communication. 
Late in his life Michael asked me if I would complete 
the compiling of the newsletters into a book, which 
Michael had only begun and could not complete for 
health reasons. I was allowed to change the wording 
if necessary but not to change the meaning. Of course 
I did not realize the amount of work involved. In early 
1992 Michael returned to spirit life and his medium 
could no longer practice due to her frailty. 

The book has just been released, titled Spiri- 
tual Light: Universal Teachings from the Highest Spirit 
Realms. Containing the complete official collection 
of USB teachings it is a large book. It is printed both 
in paperback form and in a compact, durable deluxe 
version (see the USB website). Its fourteen chapters 
address truth, spiritual laws, love, responsibility, 
spiritual progress, psychic phenomena, life on earth 
and in the spirit realms, and many related subjects. 

Spiritual Light has received rave reviews, which 
of course reflect upon the spirit communication. 
Deepak Chopra has called it “A fascinating account of 
what is possible for humans...” while Psychic World, 
a British Spiritualist newspaper, has described it as 
“the book Spiritualism has been waiting for — compre- 
hensive, concise and well written — The Spiritualist 
Bible for the twenty-first Century.” Victor and Wendy 
Zammit, authors and producers of the weekly Friday 
Afterlife Report for over 13 years, have said that “this 
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work is coming from the highest vibration.” Our own 
editor, Michael Tymn, has written that “this book has 
more meaningful answers than any other book Ihave 
read.” Other authoritative reviewers have said it is 
“an encyclopedia of wisdom,” and transmits “the 
light of God.” 

It is not possible to describe here the book’s 
extensive teachings, or to present their beauty and 
spirituality, so let me give some brief introductions. 
The way of life that IIlumined Souls promote through 
the USB and Spiritual Light would make spirituality 
central in all people’s lives. For, as they teach, devel- 
oping our spirituality is a principal reason why we 
come to live on earth. 

Spirituality is by far the most important of our 
noble qualities, they teach; it is part of our conscious- 
ness and is evidenced less by words than by deeds; 
the nobler our character, ideals, aspiration, and ef- 
forts, the greater is our spirituality. Spiritual people 
live simply, are humble and sincere, are channels 
for good; act, speak, and think in godly ways; and 
express love, beauty, and the light of The Most High 
at every opportunity in their daily lives. To live spiri- 
tually in a material world is the great achievement. 

Further, Illumined Souls would like us to focus 
more on higher spiritual philosophy, on developing 
our moral enh and on becoming more conscious 
of the Divine in our lives. It is for these purposes that 
they have shared with us their spiritual guidance and 
wisdom. They teach that for an individual to make 
spiritual progress, spirituality alone is not sufficient; 
it must be accompanied by a working knowledge of 
The Spiritual Laws That Govern. The most important 
of those laws that they teach about include those 
of Personal Responsibility, Service, Reciprocation, 
Cause and Effect, Compensation, Brotherly and 
Sisterly Love, Attraction, Affinity, Life, Vibration, 
Motion, Change, Variety, and Multiplication. 

In conclusion, the USB teachings make it quite 
clear that a belief in or acceptance of an afterlife, and 
communication with it, is just a first step towards 
revelations of truth and beauty almost beyond our 
imagination. 

Copyright © 2014 by John Finnemore. John Finnemore, is a 
lead volunteer with The Universal Spiritual Brother&Sisterhood 
(www.theusb.org) and co-editor of its book, Spiritual Light. He 
can be reached at john@theusb.org. 


Ponder on This 

For definite proof you must be content to wait 
until you, too, have rent the veil, and stand with 
unclouded eye in our company. The most we hope 
for now is the gradual Daa I of conviction. 
We desire that you should apply to us the same 
law by which the Master judged — the Divine law 
of judging others as you would yourself be judged. 
— Imperator to W. Stainton Moses 


Tom and Lisa Butler, NST 


NONES: An article in USA Today written by 
Cathy Lyon Grossman states that “Protestant” is no 
longer America’s top religion brand with fewer than 
half of the people in the US saving they are protes- 
tant. The group that (Naas —* 
is growing has been 
dubbed ‘Nones’ or 
people who claim 
no faith affiliation.” 
The article is based 
onan analytic study 
done by The Pew 
Forum on Religion & Public Life titled, “Nones on 
the Rise.” The authors noted that one in five Ameri- 
cans (19.6 percent ) claim no religious identity. An 
earlier study conducted at Baylor University in 2011 
showed a growing amount of apathy toward spiri- 
tual interest and seeking answers about a bigger real- 
ity. Forty-four percent of those surveyed stated that 
they spent no time seeking “eternal wisdom,” while 
19 percent said “it’s useless to search for meaning.” 

From: “For many, ‘Losing My Religion’ isn’t just a 
song: its life,” by Cathy Lynn Grossman, USA Today, usato- 
day30.usatoday.com/news/ religion / story / 2011-12-25 / 
religion-god-atheism-so-what /52195274/1 

Memories of Near-Death Experiences Are 
More “Real” Than Previously Thought: Newer 
research suggests that long after a near-death expe- 
rience (NDE), people recall the incident more viv- 
idly and emotionally than real and false memories. 
Many of the theories posed to explain NDEs argue 
that they are imagined, either in response to physi- 
ological changes in the brain or because of cultural 
influences. However, researchers found that descrip- 
tions of NDEs do not have the usual characteristics 
of imagined events. Instead, they have more of the 
characteristics of descriptions of memories of real 
events than do typical memories of real events. The 
study indicated that NDE memories contained more 
characteristics than real event memories and coma 
memories. 

From: “Characteristics of Near-Death Experiences 
Memories as Compared to Real and Imagined Events 
Memories” by Marie Thonnard and Vanessa Charland- 
Verville et al., Plos One, plosone.org 

Eternea, the convergence of Science and Spiri- 
tuality, is a foundation set up by Near-death experi- 
encer Dr. Eben Alexander. Eternea sponsors research 
and education about Spiritually Transformative 
Experiences (STEs) and Non-Local Consciousness 
(NLC). It also provides free internet resources at 
eternea.org and tools for the general public. The 
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goal is to help create a better future for Earth and 
its inhabitants by promoting an 
understanding of seven postulates 
concerning the nature of reality: 

1. Some core aspect of con- 
sciousness extends beyond the brain 
and its processes, transcending 
physical form and existing indepen- 
dently of it; 

2. This core aspect of conscious- 
ness or inner essence is eternal in 
nature, unbounded by space, time and matter, able 
to manifest in other forms throughout the infinite 
spectrum of eternal existence; 

3. All things in the cosmos are interconnected 
at the quantum level, influencing each other non- 
locally and instantaneously, implying that all things 
are one in the grand web of creation; 

4. The organizing principle of the cosmos and 
the over-arching purpose of evolution is uncondi- 
tional love; 

5. There is a profound creative intelligence un- 
derlying the universe from which all things originate 
and to which all things return; 

6. In an interconnected universe an intricate 
matrix of cause-effect relationships exists, suggest- 
ing that what we do to others we do to ourselves, 
which means that we reap what we sow; and 

7. The good of the one and the good of the 
many are symbiotic, affirming the ancient wisdom 
that we can be only as strong as our weakest link. 

Does Telepathy Conflict with Science? 
Leading hardline skeptical psychologists Richard 
Wiseman and Chris French have admitted that the 
evidence for telepathy is so good that by the stan- 
dards of any other area of science, telepathy has been 
proven. Carter notes that: “... a large proportion of 
scientists accept the possibility that telepathy exists. 
Two surveys of over 500 scientists in one case and 
over 1,000 in another both found that the majority 
of respondents considered ESP ‘an established fact’ 
or ‘a likely a en P percent in one and 67 
percent in the other.” Many investigators say that 
the essence of mediumship is telepathy between 
a spirit and the medium. Some scientists even say 
that mediumship has been proven through scientific 
testing. 

From: Does Telepathy conflict with Science? by 
Chris Carter, The Epoch Times, theepochtimes.com 

Death Café: At Death Cafes people come to- 
gether to discuss the least talked about and most 
taboo topic in our culture: “Death.” Jon Underwood 
founded Death Cafe in 2011 based on the work of 
Swiss sociologist Bernard Crettaz. Bernard offered 
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‘Cafe Mortels’ in Switzerland and France that pro- 
vided a place for sed to meet informally to discuss 
ideas. Jon says that the objective of Death Cafes is 
“To increase awareness of death with a view to help- 
ing people make the most of their (finite) lives.” In 
the United States, Death Cafes have spread quickly 
and more than 100 meetings have been held since its 
first inception. Underwood 
has sctablished Death Cafe Death Cafe 
as a ‘social franchise’ which ~ 
means that anyone with the 
skills and experience can 
host one. A guide about 
how to run your own Death œ ý 
Café, is available at death- Ø A N 
cafe.com/p/ we-think-that Mii, ZV AS 
people-talking-about.html 

Music and Humor can Lower Blood Pressure: 
A study from Japan found that listening to your fa- 
vorite tunes or enjoying humor can lower your blood 
pressure about as much as cutting down on salt in 
your diet or losing 10 pounds of weight. Japanese 
researcher Eri Eguchi followed people ages 40 to 74 
that participated in twice-monthly hourlong ses- 
sions designed to provide either a person’s favorite 
type of music, humorous storytelling (They were 
also encouraged to listen to music often at home) 
or no therapy at all. By the end of three months, the 
individuals listening to music or humor lowered 
their average systolic blood pressure (the top num- 
ber) by five to six points. Those people who didn’t 
listen to music or increase their laughter didn’t see 
any change in their blood pressure. 

Though relatively modest, blood pressure 
reductions of the size seen in the study have been 
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linked to a5 percent to 15 percent lower risk of death 
from heart disease or stroke, says Michael Miller, 
M.D., director of preventive cardiology at the Uni- 
versity of Maryland Medical Center, in Baltimore. 
“I think there’s definitely a physiological effect go- 
ing on, some sort of mind-heart connection,” says 
Miller, who was not involved in the study but has 
conducted similar research. 

From: cnn.com/2011/ HEALTH /03/25/laughter. 
music.lower.blood.pressure / index.html 

Find Me is an interesting and growing col- 
lective of active and retired US law enforcement 
personnel, 100 vetted intuitive consultants, private 
detectives, search and rescue p i 
groups and cyber sleuths, f} 
who search for missing peo- f 
ple and help solve homicides. |" 
The group was founded by (H? 
retired federal agent Kelly ae 
Snyder.. This unique group f; 
offers not only practical sup- (g 
port through the expertise of 
retired law enforcement, but 
search and rescue profession- 
als with canine support who hold certifications in 
tracking and cadaver search. The group’s psychics 
work with police and search-and-rescue agencies 
around the world. Each member works in his or her 
own way to help solve disappearances, find people 
and reunite families. If you are interested in help- 
ing this group you can sign up to work with them 
at findme2.com 

Your help is appreciated: If you see articles that 
can be shared in this column, please contact us at atrans- 
com@aol.com. 


= 


Snyder 


Telepathy ruled out 


Ata sitting witha Mrs. Hayden in 1854, Robert 
Hare, a distinguished professor of chemistry at the 
University of Pennsylvania, received a message 
from a spirit identifying himself as C. H. Hare. 
“Not recollecting any one of our relations of that 
name precisely, I inquired if he were one of them,” 
Hare wrote. “The reply was affirmative. “Are you 
a son of my cousin Charles Hare, of St. Johns, New 
Brunswick?” Hare asked. “Yes,” was the response. 
“This spirit then gave me the profession of my 
grandfather, also that of his father, and the fact of the 
former having been blown into the water at Toulon, 
and of the latter having made a miraculous escape 
from Verdun, where he had been confined until 
his knowledge of French enabled him to escape by 
personating in disguise an officer of the customs.” 

Hare was unaware of the young man’s death, 
but the brother of the communicating spirit visited 
Hare in Philadelphia some time later and informed 


him that his brother, Charles Henry Hare, had been 
killed at sea in a shipwreck. Here was a message 
clearly outside the thought-transference theory, 
which held that the medium was reading the mind 
of the sitter. 

In that same sitting with Mrs. Hayden, the 
words pulsatque versatque and Quadrupedante were 
spelled out by Hare’s deceased father. Hare immedi- 
ately recognized the words as being from Virgil and 
recalled his father explaining the English meaning 
of the Latin words to him some 55 years earlier. 

“The employment of letters to express ideas 
neither existing in the mind of the medium nor in 
mine, cannot evidently be explained by any psycho- 
logical subterfuge,” Hare, who had initially set out 
to debunk all mediums, concluded, adding that the 
honesty and integrity of the medium was no longer 
an issue as far as he was concerned. “It is my own 
character only that can be in question.” 
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INTERVIEW: 


From page 1 
istrators. It’s enormously difficult to overcome that 
built-in disadvantage. 

“There was a bit of discussion on my blog about 
what to do. Some people, myself included, thought 
we ought to try to fight back. Others were convinced 
that would be a waste of time, and it would make 
more sense to create our own resource. It turned out 
they were right. After I’d tried to carry out Wikipedia 
edits, and watched them being reverted instantly — 
and seeing other people having the same frustrating 
experience — I realised the second option is the only 
way forward, at least in the short term.” 


Wikipedia is always the first reference that pops 
up when a particular subject is researched. Many 
people will not go beyond that first reference. I don’t 
know how far down the SPR reference will be, but 
is there any way to deal with that problem? 

“Tve talked to a few search experts about this. 
Google has different ways to evaluate websites, and 
they keep changing. That’s good, because it makes it 
harder for people to buy their way to the top of the 
rankings. A site has to be genuinely popular, which 
I believe ours will be. 

“If we go about it in an orderly way I’m pretty 
confident that the encyclopedia will soon be in the 
top four or five rankings for searches on paranor- 
mal topics, along with other new projects that are 
about to launch, such as Deepak Chopra’s ISHAR 
and Rupert Sheldrake’s Open Sciences. There'll still 
be a challenge in getting people to click on our link 
rather than Wikipedia's. But we'll be getting good 
advice in that regard. 

“One of the experts I spoke to thought that 
Wikipedia would drop down the page quite quickly, 
as it’s e not that interested in promoting 
itself with regard to niche subjects. I don’t know 
how true that is, but it was encouraging to hear!” 


Approximately how many people and subjects will 
be covered? Will they be primarily historical figures 
or current people and subjects as well? 

“Yes, good questions. We’re doing this in two 
stages. In the first, we’re getting enough material 
together to launch early next year, hopefully round 
about May. That would mean getting around 200 
items ready. But we shall go on adding to it for at 
least another two years, and probably there will be 
a trickle of new additions on a regular basis after 
that as well. 

“The material is of different kinds: subject ar- 
ticles, biographies, case studies, book reviews, and 
so on. I plan also to include some of the original 
literature, reports of investigations of mediums, 
hauntings, poltergeists, that sort of thing, as well 
as some of the more recent experimental stuff and 
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the work on past-life memories. I reckon that at the 
end of three or four years we should have about 200 
entries in each type, so about 1000 items in all. In ad- 
dition, there will be lists of various kinds: researchers 
and subjects, experiments, investigations, glossary 
definitions, bibliographies, that sort of thing. 
“So it will be a pretty comprehensive. As re- 
gards subject articles, in the first instance there'll be a 
eneral overview of each major category. Eventually 
there'll be a whole bunch of shorter articles that ex- 
plore particular aspects. Readers will also be able to 
link to individual case studies, and hopefully some 
of them will go on to read the original literature. So 
it will be pretty well covered.” 


How wide will the subject-matter be? Will there be 
articles on cryptozoology, UFOs, that sort of thing? 
What about psychic healing, scientific anomalies in 
physics and biology, and so on? 

“It makes sense for the SPR to stick to its core 
interest, which is essentially anything to do with 
psychic phenomena. There are a few grey areas. I 
expect eventually there will be entries on UFOs and 
alien abduction, since these do have a potentially 
psychic component, even though they’ re not things 
that the SPR has historically focused on. There'll 
certainly be something on healing. Things like crop 
circles, the Turin Shroud and so on will probably get 
some coverage. If you poke around in the SPR ar- 
chives you occasionally find articles on such things. 

“Where I think you will see a much broader 
range of topics is on some of the other projects that 
are being put together: ISHAR and Open Sciences, 
which I mentioned, also the WISE database being 
created by the Society for Scientific Exploration. 
These are gathering published materials on a very 
wide range of topics relating to consciousness and 
spirituality. As I understand it, this is more about 
collecting stuff that already exists, rather than cre- 
ating new articles, although there will be some of 
that as well. 


Historically, the SPR has remained perched firmly 
on the fence when it comes to psychic and “spiri- 
tual” phenomena, not really taking a stand one 
way or the other. I understand that this balance 
is necessary for it to retain its standing as a sci- 
entific organization. Based on the conclusions in 
your book, you clearly lean in the direction of the 
reality of psi and survival, so I guess the question 
here is how much of the debunkers’ (I prefer that 
to “sceptic” ) gobbledygook do you have to offer to 
satisfy the SPR authorities? 

“Mike, I think this is misconception of what 
the SPR is and how it works. It’s collegiate. There’s 
no authority that directs things and that one has to 
submit to. I think it’s always been that way: if you 
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look in the old journals you find controversies rag- 
ing on all sorts of things among SPR researchers 
themselves. 

“It’s certainly true that in the early years es- 
pecially, there was a tendency to be sceptical about 
séance mediums, and that although there was much 
more certainty about mental mediumship, there 
was no rush to conclude in favour of survival. But 
this is only to be expected in the context of scientific 
investigation. Séance mediumship has always been 
problematic in this regard. And while there’s very 
good evidence of survival in mental mediumship, 
there are also counter indications that have to be 
taken account of. So this is not so much about an 
organisation choosing to sit on 
the fence, it’s about a group of 
researchers, past and present, 
reflecting different currents of 
thought, in a way that makes it 
unrealistic collectively to back a 
single idea. 

“There clearly has to be bal- 
ance in how we present the mate- 
rial. Sceptics’ arguments need to 
be reflected fairly and fully. But 
that’s not about the debunkers, 
it is about the general scepticism in secular society, 
which they merely reflect. It shouldn’t be forgotten 
that a lot of their arguments derived from the find- 
ings of psychical researchers themselves. 

“This is not about an individual or organisation 
presenting a particular position. It’s about present- 
ing the research, in all its variety, as fairly as possible. 
I believe that if we can do this it will become evident 
that there’s far more depth and detail in the investi- 
gative literature than is generally understood, and 
that it points firmly to the existence of phenomena 
that science as yet does not recognize.” 


Is the SPR reluctant to say that “evidence strongly 
suggests” the reality of the phenomena or the genu- 
ineness of a particular medium? 

“Again, the SPR doesn’t speak with a single 
voice. As regards the encyclopedia, this will be a 
summary of the entirety of psychical research. The 
articles will leave readers in no doubt that compe- 
tent researchers, many of them highly credentialed 
scientists and thinkers, concluded after long and 
thorough investigation that psychic phenomena 
genuinely occur. Readers will also be able to con- 
sider the counter-arguments, and as we know, some 
people will prefer to follow these regardless. 

“I happen to think that the evidence in certain 
cases is overwhelming, and that the counter-argu- 
ments don’t really work. It will be impossible for 
the encyclopedia not to reflect that. But this isn’t a 
decision that I or anyone consciously makes. 


“Unlike debunking sceptics, the SPR is not in 
the business of telling people what to think. That 
would be pointless and counter-productive. The 
purpose is to give them a window into psychical 
research, and hopefully interest them sufficiently 
that they dig deep into it and eventually have the 
confidence to reach their own conclusions.” 


How do you think sceptics will react to this? 

“I think they'll be challenged by it. For a long 
time now they haven’t had to do any real work. 
They can simply lift bits and bobs from the research 
literature that support their case, quote them out 
of context — job done. This will change the game 
entirely. 

“In a certain sense it will give them new op- 
portunities. Very few sceptics actually read the lit- 
erature. They just read each other’s books. So they 
know that for instance that Eusapia Palladino was 
often caught cheating; that Leonora Piper fished for 
information; that anoxia is an explanation for the 
near death experience; that ESP experiments are 
flawed and unreliable, and so on, all that stereotypi- 
cal stuff. This will greatly expand the possibilities, 
since they will start finding all kinds of new exposés 
and sceptical claims that they weren’t aware of, and 
be able go into more convincing depth. 

“However, the problem for them is going to 
be that the people dey need to reach — not their 
own circle of likeminded sceptics, but the agnos- 
tic masses — are going to have access to the same 
material. Many of these people will start to realise 
the reality about psychical research, that sceptical 
approaches do not always, or even often, lead to 
satisfying explanations. 

“It’s inevitable that this will eventually impact 
on the media, which will make a big difference. Until 
now sceptics like Richard Wiseman have been able 
to say pretty much what they like on radio or TV, 
with the expectation of being taken seriously by pro- 
gramme producers and presenters. The opposition 
— psychic claimants, mediums, parapsychologists — 
are at a disadvantage because educated people don’t 
know about the scientific research that supports their 
position. But I can imagine situations where the 
sceptics start getting push-back from journalists who 
have taken the trouble to educate themselves. This 
will be an interesting development, to say the least!” 


“The only thing that really saddens me about 
my own demise is that I shall not be here to read 
the nonsense that will be written about me...There 
will be lists of apocryphal jokes I never made and 
gleeful misquotes of words I never said. What a 
pity I shan’t be here to enjoy them.” 

— Noel Coward 
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Varieties of Spiritual Inexperience 


by Howard Jones, Ph.D. 


To those of us who believe in the existence of 
an afterlife for the discarnate, and in the reality of 
psychic phenomena, like telepathy, clairvoyance 
and spiritual healing, it’s frustrating to find so man 
people who do not. But why don’t they believe? Is 
it because scientific and philosophical rationalism 
tells us that dead bodies rot P 
in the ground, or become just i 
a pile of ashes after death, so Wa~ 
how can anything live on? Is 
it because religious indoctrina- 
tion has taught that only cer- 
tain prophets and saints have | 
been blessed with continuing | 
spiritual existence after death? 
-otherwise anybody can do it, 
and there is no privileged posi- [ars ssu 
tion for saintly souls. Or is it 
from a feeling that the souls of 
the departed should be left to rest in peace? 

Or is it out of fear? Few of us lead such ex- 
emplary lives as those of the spiritual leaders we 
follow, and perhaps at death there will come a final 
reckoning for the supposed sins of our lives. Will 
this punishment that we fear will be imposed on us 
produce a torment greater than we could possibly 
bear — even if we no longer have physical bodies? 

For those who adopt the rational approach, 
the amount of verifiable evidence of the afterlife 
and psychic phenomena is now legion! There may 
well be charlatans whose evidence of spiritual com- 
munication can easily be discounted or explained, 
but there are many mediums who provide evidence 
from the lives of deceased loved-ones that could not 
be obtained in any way other than directly from the 
claimed source in Spirit and assented to by observ- 
ers. Those who have experienced severe trauma 
and have often come close to death, but who have 
survived through an out-of-body or near-death 
experiences similarly, without any professed medi- 
umistic talents, relate facts about friends and family 
that could not have been gained other than from the 
a aca souls involved. The recorded existence of 
shared-death experiences of those in attendance at 
the bedside of terminally ill patients — experiencing 
events in the life of the departing of which they had 
no previous knowledge whatsoever — is perhaps 
even more impressive. 

The attitude of those whose religious beliefs 
will not accept contact with any kind of extra-corpo- 
real consciousness from anyone other than saints or 
members of their own clergy is not only discrimina- 
tory — it is also illogical. For if anyone can show that 
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discarnate souls really do exist, then surely this does 
nothing but reinforce the claims of belief systems, 
whose dogma often strains the bounds of credibility, 
but is one of the most convincing pieces of evidence 
for an afterlife for discarnate souls. 

This takes us into the highly controversial 
concept of faith. We are all familiar with the idea of 
faith in a secular context. We all demonstrate vary- 
ing degrees of faith in various political parties, in 
the competence of our doctors, or in the accuracy of 
weather forecasts. Such secular faith is usually based 
on practical evidence. If a particular political party 
has got a country into a financial mess, or taken it 
to war unnecessarily, or has stifled freedoms of its 
people, the electorate will lose faith in its claims. 
Similarly, doctors or surgeons who have a high 
mortality rate amongst their patients are not likely 
to inspire faith. 

Surely rather similar criteria should apply to 
religious faith. It was the Dalai Lama who said that 
if the precepts of Buddhism did not conform with 
rational evidence, then the precepts of the faith must 
be modified. In such a materialistic world, where 
aesthetic qualities are all too often dismissed as ir- 
relevant, then rational coherence must inevitably 
be a quality of religious faith too, if it is to survive. 

Despite the materialism of our daily lives, we 
are more aware of the plight of peoples far removed 
from family or friends or others within national 
boundaries than we have ever been before. To follow 
the edicts of scriptural sages who wrote 2000 years 
ago or more, for followers living at that time in those 
cultural conditions, is patently unacceptable in hu- 
man existence today. We cannot be surprised if the 
consequences of intransigence and lust for power 
are an increasing fundamentalism with resulting 
violence, or a total disenchantment and rejection of 
any of the constructive principles of the faith. 

The bedrock of a cohesive faith must be a 
common spirituality that respects all humankind 
and the Earth that is likely to be our only planetary 
home. There have now been many more books on 
our desecration of the environment in the name of 
materialist profit. The rocks, soil, air and water of 
the planet before the Industrial Revolution have 
been assaulted and plundered for our comfort. 
The advance of technology spurred on by scientific 
discovery and invention may have made our lives 
more comfortable and interesting, but at what cost to 
our survival beyond this century? Whatever limited 
view of Spirit our religious background may have 
instilled in us, if humankind is to survive beyond 
this century we must with the utmost urgency adopt 
and embrace a new spirituality that can be shared 
with all people and all life on this planet. 
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Dead Men Talking: Afterlife Communication from 
World War I, by Michael Tymn. White Crow Books, 
2014. 174 pages, US$16.99 paperback, e-book down- 
load US$9.99. 


The shocking fatality count in major wars some- 
times creates side effects along with grief. The carnage 
of the Napoleonic wars in the early 19th century made 
funeral music familiar to many civilians; hence, it is 
thought, providing an impetus for Beethoven and Cho- 
pin to include funeral marches in some compositions. 
(Mahler revived the practice later, with his typical 
fantastic elaboration.) 

The vast number of victims departing this life 
aroused much interest in and openness to communi- 
cating with the spirits of those who had passed over. 
The U.S. Civil War of 1861-1865 gave a boost to the 
spiritualist movement that flourished for most of the 
rest of the century, and something similar occurred 
during and shortly after the 1914-1918 Great War, now 
called World War I. 

In Dead Men Talking, Michael Tymn provides long 
excerpts from five books and two sequels describing 
communications between relatives and sons who died 
in the war. Four were killed in action and one died of 
pneumonia in camp while awaiting transfer to the 
front lines. 

These accounts of World War I afterlife com- 
munication are some of the most important we have. 
Nineteenth-century séances included a good deal of 
fraud among the mediums and wish-fulfillment fanta- 
sies among the sitters; but the controversy they gener- 
ated encouraged intelligent experimenters and sitters 
to take greater precautions against dodgy procedures 
and to set out with a reasonable skepticism. 

One of the virtues of Dead Men Talking is that it 
rescues from obscurity several relevant books of the 
period. Only Sir Oliver Lodge’s two accounts of com- 
munication with his deceased son, Raymond or Life and 
Death (1916) and Raymond Revised (1922), have retained 
a place in psychical research literature. Probably that is 
owing to Sir Oliver’s distinguished scientific creden- 
tials in electrical theory and application — although his 
reputation did little to shield him from ridicule after 
the first volume was published. 

The other books bear the titles Thy Son Liveth: 
Messages from a Solder to his Mother; Claude's Book I 
and Claude's Book II; Private Dowding; and Rolf's Life in 
the Spirit World. Several involved the mediumship of 
Gladys Osborne Leonard, considered one of the finest 
mediums of modern times (along with Leonora Piper 
and Geraldine Cummins) and her control known as 
Feda. One description of the afterlife came through 
via automatic writing. 
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As the book’s descriptions make clear, medium- 
ship is a complicated business that works in puzzling 
ways. Spirits are said to communicate in thoughts, not 
words, so except in the unusual cases of direct-voice 
mediumship, what is transmitted is unlike speech. 
Usually the medium receives 
impressions, which he or she 
must then try to frame in ap- 
propriate words that the living 
recipients can understand. 

For the selections to make 
sense, Tymn had the challenge 
of explaining the variations of 
the afterlife communication | 
process. He says, for example, 
“Feda, Mrs. Leonard’s spirit 
control, acts as a medium on 
the Other Side and passes on 
messages from other spirits, 
as most of them are unable to 
communicate directly, at least in the initial stages. Feda 
often refers to herself in the third person, e.g., ‘Feda 
thinks Raymond is trying to say ...’ and at other times 
she relates a message as if Raymond is giving it directly. 
She often changes from a third person statement to a 
first person statement, within the same message.” 

The spirit communications included in Dead 
Men Talking generally agree that new arrivals in the 
postmortem realm are helped by more advanced spirit 
guides to acclimate themselves; that they do not sud- 
denly become omniscient or completely virtuous; that 
they continue to learn and perform helpful tasks, in the 
spirit world or for those still in earth life. The details 
vary from communicator to communicator because 
of their differing personalities and perhaps because 
of the difficulty of “speaking” through mediumship. 

Tymn says that all the communicators “were 
surprised at the nature of the afterlife condition, say- 
ing it was nothing like they had expected. Probably 
the primary message from all was that the afterlife is 
made up of many realms, places, or spheres, and that, 
upon physical death, we transition to the realm we 
have prepared ourselves for during the earth life. In 
effect, our actions and deeds in this life result in what 
has been called a ‘moral specific gravity,’ which deter- 
mines where we begin the next life — the real life, the 
one this life was designed to prepare us for.” 

Those of us still physically embodied can prob- 
ably never imagine all the changes that await us when 
we pass over. But any growth in understanding should 
be helpful, not only in the life to come, but in the one we 
are living now. Dead Men Talking is animportant book. 

— Rick Darby 
rdar@cox.net 
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Being a religious historian and psychical re- 
searcher, I chose to review Ted Peter’s book, UFOs: 
God’s Chariots? Spirituality, Ancient Aliens, and 
Religious Yearnings in the Age of Extraterrestrials as 
his distinctive brand of research is termed ‘astrotheol- 
ogy.’ Interestingly, Peters’ explorations seek to prove 
that there is a link between religious beliefs and contact 
with extraterrestrials. Encouragingly, his investigations 
are warmly commended by Robert Ellwood, Profes- 
sor of World Religions at the University of Southern 
California: “Highly recommended for reading and 
reflection.” 

Having studied the UFO phenomenon for over 
40 years, Peters is the astroethics consultant to NASA 
and SETI. Peters is a prolific writer who has written 
and edited over 24 books on theology and the exchange 
of ideas between faith and science. Emeritus Professor 
of Systematic Theology and Ethics at Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Peters coedits the Theology and 
Science Journal. He was formerly the Louisiana State 
Director of the Mutual UFO Network and appears in 
UFO television documentaries. 

The first (1977) and second (2014) editions of his 
book are a consequence of Peters’ long-term passion: 
“Outer space has been lodged in my soul since my 
youth.” He elaborates: “...the unfathomable depth - 
the incomprehensible infinity — of the heavenly vault 
buried itself within my soul. It has never been dis- 
lodged. ...Life on Earth goes on, whether or not we're 
aware of our flyspeck status in this immense universe.” 

A predominant theme in Peters’ book reveals the 
spiritual strands amidst UFO phenomena. Typically, 
scientific language alongside political complications in- 
terprets contactees’ statements. However, Peters notes 
that contactees’ testimonies illustrate the human need 
for “transcendent contact” and “saving knowledge,” 
associating UFOs with transcendence, omniscience, 
perfection and redemption. 

Peters’ work explores a number of other questions 
some of which include: Are UFOs manned by other- 
worldly beings intent on preventing humanity from 
earthly annihilation? Do UFOnauts seek to engender 
hybrid children to advance human spirituality and 
development? Will the spiritual unworldly experiences 
of abductees replace their beliefs in God or complement 
their religious beliefs? 

Peters presents the results of his ETI Religious 
Crisis Survey. He had tested the postulation ‘if a race of 
rational extra-terrestrials made contact with humanity, 
our world religions would be in a state of crisis and be 
destroyed.’ The participants, self-identified religious 
believers from a range of world religions, did not con- 
firm the above hypothesis instead wished to welcome 


our prospective inter-galactic visitors! 

Significantly, Peters believes: “The UFO phenom- 
enon is much too textured and complex and nuanced 
to reduce it to believers versus unbelievers....It is one 
thing to see a daylight disc or glowing object in the 
night sky, or even track an unknown blip on radar. It 
is another thing to have unknowns follow our aircraft 
or even land, leaving rings of scorched grass on the 
ground. It is still another to speak with people who 
claim that they were abducted by diminutive, gray- 
skinned entities and taken aboard a flying saucer or... 
claim to have given birth to hybrid babies that combine 
heavenly and earthly DNA. What 
is communicated to abductees, 
and...contactees, is of special in- 
terest to me as a scholar. Ufonauts 
speak of their world amongst the 
stars as enjoying a level of peace 
and love that we on Earth can 
only envy.” 

Peters has amassed convinc- 
ing details confirming govern- 
ment disinformation, cover-ups 
and political machinations regard- 
ing alien contact and alien crashes 
on Earth. He evaluates contemporary explanations 
regarding contacts with UFOs and UFOnauts. ETs 
are discussed as interplanetary envoys, intergalactic 
researchers, otherworldly redeemers and as a conse- 
quence of the post 1985 invasive traumatic testimonies 
of abductees, as ‘hybridizers’ who impregnate and 
deliver hybrid infants. 

I recommend this book and particularly enjoyed 
Peters’ final account which brings this review to a close. 
The author’s concluding comments reveal much about 
him and his personal calling, telling us that astonish- 
ingly at 5 p.m. on Saturday, November 26, 1977, “... 
during a broadcast of the South England Television 
Network....the regular programming was interrupted. 
Astrange voice declared: “This is the voice of Asteron.” 
Asteron claimed to represent an intergalactic asso- 
ciation that is deeply concerned about our welfare on 
Earth. ...To avoid total annihilation, we must put away 
our weapons of war, embrace one another and learn 
to live together in peace...” 

Peters informs us that, one week later, a network 
broadcaster declared the recent eventuality ‘a hoax.’ 
Peters concludes with: “Ironic, but sad. It was a good 
message...If anyone on Earth tells us to embrace one 
another in love and strive for world peace, that person 
is a messenger from God. Whether UFOs are fact or 
fiction, real or unreal, if they bring us such a message, 
I believe we should listen.” 


The Searchlight— December 2014 


The 320-page book is published by New Page 
Books. US$11.39 paperback, $10.19 Kindle 


K*K* 


As a spiritual-truth seeker I now typically choose 
not to read books or watch films on hauntings and 
poltergeist activity. Rightly or wrongly, I am concerned 
that the various spirits, entities and energies, such 
books and films discuss and portray, may in some 
way attach themselves to the auric field of the reader! 
Isee this in the same way as using the Ouija board and 
inviting anybody, from the most spiritual to the most 
depraved to come into our lives and homes. 

I made an exception, however, with the following 
two books as primarily I see my role as ‘book review 
editor’ as offering descriptive reviews to empower 
readers to make their own choice, deciding whether 
to purchase the book or not. The first of these is: The 
World’s Most Haunted House: The True Story of the 
Bridgeport Poltergeist on Lindley Street. 

Interestingly, the author, William J. Hall’s 
thoroughly-researched account has been described as 
having readers return “...to Lind- 
ley Street in 1974 to find out why 
this is the haunting that should 
have brought the paranormal into 
mainstream science.” I believe the 
study of the paranormal should be 
part of mainstream science. 

During the occurrences, over 
2000 spectators gathered at the 
house, many of whom included 
members of the national media. 
Many witnessed jumping furni- 
ture, hovering heavy refrigerators 
and the invasive violence of entities. Notably, Hall has 
painstakingly sifted through unreleased interviews 
and reports including those from police officers and 
firefighters offering readers immense detail. These 
include eye witness accounts which describe these 
phenomena. 

Published by New Page Books, 251 pages. 
US$10.60 paperback, $10.13 Kindle 


Let us now look at a second related book: It Was 
a Dark and Creepy Night: Real Life Encounters with 
the Strange, Mysterious, and Downright Terrifying 
by Joshua P. Warren with Andrea 
Saarkoppel. 

Warren and Saarkoppel have 
compiled a wealth of short ac- 
counts that they believe to be true, 
involving: “ghosts, UFOs, cryp- 
tids, angels, demons, ESP, inter- 
dimensional contact and extreme 
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synchronicity.” Warren, who offers “¥ 
his thoughts on the phenomena de- 
scribed, is an international award- 
winning film maker who hosts a 
weekly, syndicated radio program 
on the paranormal, News Radio 570 WWNC in Ashe- 
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ville, NC. The author of 14 books, Warren owns the 
Asheville Mystery Museum and well-liked Haunted 
Ashville Ghost Tours. Saarkoppel is a Canadian para- 
normal investigator who has traveled extensively to 
conduct her research. 

Aspects of Warren’s investigations have been 
praised by academics and fellow investigators from 
research centers including the New York Times best- 
selling author, Dr. William R. Forstchen and NASA 
engineer, Charles A. Yost and representatives of the 
Rhine Research Center and North Carolina Center for 
the Advancement of Teaching. 

This 255-page book is published by New Page 
Books. US$10.66 paperback, $10.13 Kindle 


We now conclude with 500+ Celebrities: Go 
Vegetarian, the second installment of a single vol- 
ume of ‘Animal Souls’ serialized research by Jackie 
Jones-Hunt, Ph.D. Historically, spiritually transfor- 
mative mediumistic experiences created the world’s 
revealed religions. Repeatedly we Ts 
are taught that life after death is įg — 
intricately interlocked to the level 
of spirituality gained during our 
physical lives and the directly 
connected key to the many after 
death landscapes that await our 
immortal souls. 

Emanuel Swedenborg, the 
genius, inventor and medium 
to Europe’s royalty and govern- $ 
ments, and soul-journey traveler ' i 
to the multitudinous after-death landscapes, learned 
a perfect justice occurs at death. Differing landscapes 
act as magnets drawing like souls together. 

Throughout the ages, continuing today, a wide 
variety of spiritually transformative mediumistic ex- 
perience and evidence, continue the relentless, ongoing 
quest for evolving spirituality. Mediumship is not a 
study of predictions but evidence of the continuation 
of life after death, more than this, such knowledge can 
impact the spirituality of our earthly lives. 

Heartening mediumistic evidence proves the 
survival of all animal souls inhabiting many after- 
death landscapes, not barren but populated by beloved 
animals, wild and tame. Spirits tell us they too, gain 
healing as they work caring for traumatized, abused 
animals. 

This compilation of 800+ shared spiritual insights 
includes Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, Benja- 
min Franklin, Jung, Kafka, Kellogg, Kant, Nietzsche, 
Barnard and Gandhi imploring humanity to demon- 
strate all-embracing compassion for all animal souls. 
Sir Francis Bacon: “The more noble a soul is, the more 
objects of compassion it has.” 

This 236 page book is published by House of 
Light Publishers, Ltd., 2014. US$22.46 paperback, 
$11.61 Kindle. 
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Jackie Jones-Hunt, Ph.D. 
jackiejones-hunt@btconnect.com 
www.jackiejones-hunt.com 


14 


The Searchlight— December 2014 


Meet the Academy’s Directors (1st in a Series) 


Roberta Grimes: An Experiencer of Light 


When she was eight years old, Roberta Grimes 
woke up just before dawn with the “realization” that 
there is no God. “I stared in terror into the darkness, 
thunderstruck by my sudden awareness, too full 
of despair even to seek the comfort of my parents’ 
bed,” she recalls. “What comfort can there be when 
there is no God?” 

Suddenly she saw a flash of light in the room 
and heard a young male voice say, “You wouldn’t 
know what it is to have me unless you knew what 
it is to be without me. I will never leave you again.” 

Although she didn’t tell anyone about this 
experience, it so affected her that she majored in 
religion at Smith College, hoping she might find 
some explanation. By her junior year, she was be- 
ginning to think that the experience would forever 
remain a mystery. “Then one day in the summer 
when I was 20, I came home from my job and sat 
down on my bed feeling glum,” she continues the 
story. She saw the same flash of light and this time 
heard incredible music. “Think of a thousand tiny 
bells playing beautifully and loudly. Then came that 
same young male voice, this time saying only, ‘I will 
never leave you.” 

There is no doubt in her mind today that the 
two experiences were real, meaning they were not 
imaginary, not dreams, not hallucinations, and she 
has never doubted the existence of God since that 
second experience. 

Born in Worcester, Massachusets, Roberta grew 
up in nearby Grafton. After receiving her B.A. degree 
at Smith, she continued her education at Boston 
University School of Law, where she was awarded 
a Juris Doctor degree, and began practicing business 
law in her home state. She and husband Edward, 
with whom she shares three children, moved to 
Austin, Texas a decade ago to remain close to their 
five grandchildren. 

While Roberta continues to practice law in 
Massachusetts and Texas, she finds much fulfillment 
in her hobby - reading, writing, and talking about 
dying, death, and afterlife subjects. “I have spent de- 
cades reading afterlife evidence and trying to put it 
all together, but always in my spare time,” she says. 
“Figuring out reality this way is the world’s most 
engrossing hobby!” She adds that while Edward, a 
Catholic, doesn’t always agree with her views, he 
is “extremely supportive.” 

Over the years, Roberta has assembled a small 
library of books on near-death experiences, afterlife 
communications, reincarnation, apparitions, and re- 
lated metaphysical subjects, as well as what she calls 
“quantum physics for dummies books” and books 


on the topic of consciousness. She published two 
novels in the early 1990s, both recently republished, 
but she wouldn’t write about the afterlife until she 
was confident that she had figured it out. “This is 
about much more 
than the afterlife,” 
she says. “It really 
is a whole new sci- 
ence!” Her first non- 
fiction book about 
death and the after- 
life, The Fun of Dy- 
ing, was published 
in 2010. That book 
was republished 
this year, together 
with her newest 
book, The Fun of 
Staying in Touch, on 
the topic of after- 
life communication 
(to be reviewed in 
the next issue of The 
Searchlight). The Fun 
of Growing Forever is 
scheduled for 2017. 

“Meanwhile, for 2015, I am co-writing the au- 
tobiography of Mikey Morgan, a sixth-level being 
-he calls it the ‘teaching level’ — who died at age 20 
seven years ago, and began communicating with his 
mother by pendulum,” Roberta offers. “His knowl- 
edge of the afterlife is unbelievably advanced, while 
his mother is clueless. He was my consultant when I 
wrote The Fun of Staying in Touch, explaining how the 
dead do some things that are really unbelievable.” 

She also plans to continue writing novels with 
themes related to what she has learned from study- 
ing the afterlife about human nature and the nature 
of reality. On top of all that, Roberta was co-chair of 
the Academy’s conference in Phoenix this year, and 
is doing an Internet radio show called Seek Reality on 
the CTRNetwork. “Every week I interview an expert 
in our field, including most of the speakers for the 
2014 conference, and I love doing it,” she exclaims, 
pointing out that Seek Reality had 131,000 iTunes 
podcast subscribers at the end of September and 
was expecting to add significantly to that number 
in future months. In January, she will join Matrix 
Media, a Chicago multi-media company, and gain 
an even bigger radio and podcast audience. 

Many mainstream Christians may not grasp it, 
but Roberta sees her research as confirming what 
Jesus taught 2000 years ago. - MET 


Roberta Grimes 
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Historic Tombstone 


Dr. Minot Savage, a Unitarian minister and 
sychical researcher, reported on a December 28, 
1888 sitting which his brother, the Rev. William H. 
Savage, had with trance medium Leonora Piper, of 
Boston, Mass. Speaking through Mrs. Piper, Phin- 
uit, her spirit control, told William that somebody 
named Robert West was there and wanted to send a 
message to Minot. William Savage had known West, 
also a minister, but did not understand the message. 
The message was in the form of an apology 
for something West had written about Minot “in 
advance.” William Savage passed it on to his brother, 
who understood it and explained that West was 
editor of a publication called The Advance and had 
criticized his work in an editorial. During the sitting, 
William Savage asked Phinuit for a description of 
West, who had died in 1886. An accurate description 
was given along with the information that West had 
died of hemorrhage of the kidneys, a fact unknown 
to either William or Minot Savage but which was 
later verified by Minot. 

“There was no reason for the [apology] unless 
it be found in simply human feeling on [West's] part 
that he had discovered that he had been guilty of 
an injustice, and wished, as far as possible, to make 
reparation, and this for peace of his own mind,” 
Minot Savage offered. 

When William Savage sat with Mrs. Piper 
two weeks later, West again communicated, stating 
that his body was buried at Alton, Illinois. He gave 
the wording on his tombstone, “Fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord.” William and Minot Savage were 
unaware of either of these facts, but Minot later 
confirmed them as true. “Now the striking thing 
about this lies in the fact that my brother was not 
thinking of this matter and cared nothing about it,” 
Minot Savage ended the story, feeling that this ruled 
out mental telepathy, a popular theory of psychical 
researchers, on the part of Mrs. Piper. 

Curious as to whether the tombstone of Rob- 
ert West could be located, Amos Oliver Doyle, 
(see his website at http:/ /www.patienceworth. 
com/about/) drove to Alton on July 9, 2014 and 
located it at the old Alton City Cemetery situated 
on a high point overlooking the Mississippi river. 
The stone, Doyle observed, is of limestone and was 
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badly weathered with lichens over it. “I could barely 
make out the names on the stone although ‘WEST” 
is clearly visible in raised letters at the base of the 
stone,” he said. 

As for the epitaph, possibly the most eviden- 
tial part of the reading William Savage had with 
Mrs. Piper, Doyle could not make out the wording. 
However, the length of the wording seemed to be 
appropriate for what little that he could discern. “If 
I use my imagination I think I can see an ‘ing’ at the 
end of the first line and an ‘F’ at the beginning of the 
first line. On the second line I imagine I see an ‘L’ 
and sometimes a ‘T’ at the beginning of the second 
line but, then again, I know it is supposed to say 
‘Fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.’ Nevertheless, 
there was an epitaph there and I do believe that it 
was as reported.” 

— MET 
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Academy adds four distinguished advisors 


Suzanne Giesemann, M.P.A., Anne Puryear, 
D.D., Herb Puryear, Ph.D., and Gary Schwartz, Ph.D. 
have accepted invitations to serve on the Academy’s 
Advisory Council. 

A metaphysical teacher and an evidential me- 
dium, Giesemann is a retired U.S. Navy Commander, 
having served as a commanding officer, as special as- 
sistant to the Chief of Naval Operations, and as Aide 
to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. She has 
a Master’s Degree in National Security Affairs and is 
the author of 11 books, including, The Priest and the 
Medium, Messages of Hope, and Wolf’s Message. 

Anne Puryear is an author, minister, t erapist, 
and co-founder of The Logos Center in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. Her ability to see auras, discern energy 
blockages about the body, and to suggest ways of 
correcting these energy patters brings an extraor- 
dinary helpful dimension to her counseling and 
diagnostic work. After the death of her son Stephen 
in 1974, she became an expert on the subjects of sui- 
cide and life after death. Her book, Stephen Lives! My 
Son Stephen, His Life, Suicide and Afterlife, about his 
death and communication with her from the other 
side has received much acclaim. 

A student of the Edgar Cayce readings since 
1951, Herb Puryear graduated from Stanford Uni- 
versity and then attended the University of North 


Carolina. His master’s thesis and doctoral dissertation 
were on dreams and dreaming. He spent two years 
in laboratory research on the psychophysiology of 
sleep and dreaming and taught psychology at Trinity 
University in San Antonio before joining the A.R.E. 
in Virginia Beach in 1969, where he worked as both 
Director Education and Director of Research over a 
14-year period. Upon moving to Phoenix in 1982, 
he and Anne were married and joined together in 
organizing The Logos Center. His books include Ed- 
gar Cayce Primer, Meditation and the Mind of Man, and 
Reflections on the Path. 

Schwartz received his doctorate from Harvard 
University and served as a professor of psychology 
and psychiatry at Yale University before joining the 
University of Arizona as professor of psychology, 
medicine, neurology, psychiatry, and surgery and 
the Director of the Laboratory for Advances in Con- 
sciousness and Health. He has published more than 
400 scientific papers, edited 11 academic books, and 
is the author of The Afterlife Experiments, The Truth 
About Medium, The Sacred Promise and other books. 

They join Larry Dossey, M.D., Jean Houston, 
Ph.D., Stanley Krippner, Ph.D., Lawrence LeShan, 
Ph.D., Raymond Moody, M.D., Ph.D., Vernon Neppe, 
M.D., Ph.D., Charles Tart, Ph.D. and John W. White, 
M.A.T. on the Advisory Council. 


